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BRES PTO MEETING MINUTES
October 1, 2025
VIA ZOOM

1. Call to Order: Ashley Shivers at 6:30pm
a.  Attendance:
Ashley Shivers				
Ashlie Smith
Tania Flores
Erin Blankenship
Mike Ridgway
Katrina MacWhorter
Keneisha Newland-Brathwaite
Amanda Scholl
Humera Khan
Gary Shivers	
Lauren Hill
Christine Thai-Pappa
Marianela
Kaitlin Westernman
Zemed
Rusha
	
2. Review of Last Meeting’s Minutes
a. Approved - Ashlie Smith 
b. 2nd - Erin Blankenship

3. Spanish Interpretation
a. Tania Flores has joined the call to aid in translating English to Spanish. 
i. Instructions “please go to the globe at the bottom of your screens and select interpretation. There, choose the language of your choice. Even if your language is English, please choose the English channel so you can hear any comments made in Spanish being interpreted into English. Thank you”!

4. Election - Secretary
a. Ashley Shivers opened the floor to vote on a new secretary.
i. We had one individual express interest in the position, though was unable to attend tonight. 
ii. Amanda Scholl volunteered if the other individual is unable to do it. 
iii. Will hold the election during the November 2025 meeting.

5. Officers’ Reports
a.  President’s Report – Ashley Shivers
i. Working to set up Spirit Nights, all have been set up through December and currently to arrange the 2026 events.
ii. Closed out Boosterthon and Block Party. 
b. Vice-President’s Report- Ashlie Smith
i. Supporting Ashley where I can
c. Treasurer's Report – Humera Khan
i. Brief out from Humera concerning expenses from the past month
d. Secretary’s Report – Vacant
i. N/A
e. Member at Large’s Report - Vacant
i. N/A

6.  Principal’s Report – Mrs. Jeck
a. N/A

7. Vice Principal’s Report - Mrs. MacWhorter
a. Ms. Jeck couldn’t make it this evening (she was so sorry!).
b. Block Party
i. Huge shout out to the cooks, all the volunteers and Ashley Shivers for putting it all together
ii. Almost 700 people, loved seeing all the students and their families
c. Book Fair coming up October 6-10
i. Family night, Tues Oct 7 between 4-6 pm
ii. Watch DOGS event on October 16
1. Will have pizza and drinks
2. Ok to bring kids
d. Receiving donations for teacher’s lounge
i. Thank you so much for your support!
e. No school on October 2, October 13 and October 21

8. Teacher Grant Consideration - Mrs. Brathwaite
a. Ms. Brathwaite is a school social worker leading the Check In/Check Out program
b. Involved with a program with students who need a bit extra support for behavior or disciplinary actions
c. Looking to find ways to incentive or award as students are recognizing the school rules and requesting a grant to provide small awards
i. Anyone can nominate the student (including teachers)
d. The PTO has approved her grant request. The program will receive $400 in support of the awards. 

9. Committee Updates
a. Fundraising Committee
i. Boosterthon
1. The event was a success. We raised $24,953. Next year it will begin on August 31 due to labor day falling during the fundraiser.
ii. Spirit Nights 
1. Papa Johns discount pizza night tonight
2. Dining for Dollars again on Saturday Oct. 4, 2025 at Foster’s Grille in Bristow and Haymarket all day (11am-9 pm)
3. Swirlies on Oct. 8, 2025
4. Urban Air on Oct. 22, 2025
iii. Spirit Wear 
1. Can begin ordering as soon as you receive the link, store will be open until October 19.
2. Link will be in the Briefs for those that do not receive the newsletter.

b. Events Committee
i. Fall Block Party
1. Huge success, thank you everyone for coming out!!
2. Recommended we get a second officer due to the large amount of attendees, will begin with the Spring Festival.
3. Tried to accommodate with a range of food, always open to feedback on ways to improve (just email the PTO to let us know)
ii. SEP
1. Registration ends on Sunday Oct. 5, 2025 at 11:59pm
2. We have 7 of the 10 confirmed, space available in all 
a. Chemistry Creations needs 3 more participants
b. Glow in the Dark Art needs 1 more participant
c. Creative Art needs 1 more participant

iii. Costume Bingo
1. Coming up at the end of the month on October 24
2. Flyers went out today for all the students, it has information and order form if parents want to send to the school (give to teachers to put in the PTO box)
3. Sign Up Genius for volunteers will be coming out shortly (going to share with the HS for youth volunteers first)
4. Question from Ms. MacWhorter
a. Should we print stickers to hand out to all the kids the day of the event as a reminder (similar to what we did for Movie Night)?
b. Erin thinks it possible and will make a note to add to the SOP, will take for action. 
c. It was much cheaper to print with Avery labels than to send them off, if we could do the printing ourselves. 
iv. Family Holiday Photos
1. Occurring on Saturday, Nov 15 from 9:30am-12:30 pm in 5 minute increments
2. Sign ups will be made available after Costume Bingo
3. Will have 5 minutes to have pictures taken in front of two backdrops
4. Each family will be given a link to download photos afterwards
5. Hannah Montgomery recommended from Amanda Scholl if another photographer is needed

c.  Communications Committee
i. Website Manager - Ashlie Smith
1. Reviewed the web page
ii. Yearbook - Amanda Scholl 
1.  Still looking for a volunteer to take over fall of 2026
2. Always looking for photos, Amanda has posted a link on Facebook for folks to share their photos
3. Reach out to Amanda or Ashley interested or have photos as well
iii. Bulletin Board
1. Costume Bingo Flyer (created by the Panthers Digital Force, awesome job kiddos!)
2. Still looking for assistance if interested, will be doing it every other month 

10.  Open Discussion
a.  No questions from the group

11. Next Meeting Date and Adjournment
a. November 5, 2025
b. Meeting Adjourned at 6:55pm by Ashley Shivers
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